
Using DecodeCCF to get JP1 data.

If you don’t have a learning JP1 remote and there isn’t a ready-made JP1 upgrade available, your next move is to see if you can find a CCF file (used by the Philips Pronto) for your device (or a similar model).  If you find a CCF file, you can use the DecodeCCF program to get the data you need to create a JP1 upgrade.

Step 1.

Download the DecodeCCF program from the “Programs” folder (at Yahoo) and save it, then create a shortcut to it on your desktop.  You will also need to download the DecodeIR.dll program (from the “Tools” folder) and save it. I would recommend that you save it in your Windows / System directory as it is also used by several other JP1 programs, but you could also save it in the same directory as DecodeCCF. 

Step 2.

Download the CCF file and save it.  Then fire up Windows Explorer and navigate to the directory where you saved the CCF file.  Now, drag the file from the Windows Explorer panel and drop it on the icon that represents the shortcut to DecodeCCF.  This will create a text file of the same name as the CCF file.  This file contains the JP1 data.
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Step 3.

The best way to view the data in the text file created in Step 2 is to use a spreadsheet program, such as MS Excel which is what I will use for this example, but any spreadsheet program should suffice.

When you open the file using Excel, you will see the following screen: 
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You should select “Delimited” and click “Next”, which will take you to the following screen…
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On this screen, select “Tab”, set “Text Qualifier” to {none} and click “Finish”.  This will take you to a regular Excel screen where you will see all the IR data contained within the file.  At this point it’s worth reminding you that the CCF file you are using was created by another remote user, so there’s no reliable way to predict how they might have formatted it.  There’s no guarantee that they included every button from the original remote and there’s no guarantee that they labelled the buttons in a way that makes sense to you.  You should also keep in mind that the CCF file in question will probably contain the codes for several devices, not just the one you are trying to decode, so there could be a lot more info than you need in this file.

CCF files are grouped into “Devices” and then within those “Devices” are “Panels”, these two levels should provide enough clues as to what the functions are used for.  As for the buttons themselves, they have 2 potential labels, first there’s the name that is displayed on the Pronto screen, this column is called “Key” in the DecodeCCF file.  The second label defaults to “Learned” and this is what you will see in most cases, but the more thoughtful Pronto users sometimes change this default to something that further explains what the button in question really does.   This column is called “Function” in the DecodeCCF file.

The next screen shows what a CCF file might look like when decoded by DecodeCCF.
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There are several columns here that are not needed by the average JP1 user, such as “Misc”, “UDB”, “Sequence”, “Top Freq”, “Once” and “Repeat”, so you can delete these columns to make the file easier to work with.  

In this example, we are looking at the file for a Denon A/V receiver and it’s evident from the 1st couple of rows in the file that Denon devices use the Denon infrared protocol, so your first move here might be to sort the file by Protocol and delete all the non-Denon rows.  Be sure to scan the file before doing this to see if the device really does use the same protocol for all of it’s buttons.

Your next move might be to sort the rows that remain by Dev, SubDev and OBC.  At this point you will probably notice that several of the functions are listed multiple times, this would be because the user needed the function in question in several screens, so he learned it multiple times.  You can delete any duplicate rows, keeping just the row with the best info on it.  You can also delete any rows for devices other than the one you are trying to decode, unless it looks like the function really belongs to your device.

At this point your Excel sheet might look like this…

[image: image5.png]3 Microsoft Excel - Denon-1801.txt.

J&) Fle Edt Vew Iert Format Tock Data Widow Hep
DeEa8RY (sBR S v o 2w
A3 =
A [ B | TDIE] F G ] \3
1 [Protocol _ Device SubDev OBC EFC Function  Key Panel Devlame
2 |Denon 2 195 20 LEARNED  Phono Devices AN Amp
3 |Denon 2 196 27 LEARNED  CD Devices AN Amp
4_|Denon 2 197 23 Radio O Tuner Tuner AN Amp
5 |Denon 2 201 150 LEARNED TV Devices AN Amp
6 [Denon 2 205 151 LEARNED VCRI Devices AN Amp
7_|Denon 2 206 153 LEARNED VCR2 Devices AN Amp
8 |Denon 2 210 88/LEARNED Tape Devices AN Amp
9 [Denon 2 21B 218 LEARNED Video Select  Sound AN Amp
10 Denon 2 221 215 LEARNED Right_Arow  Setup AN Amp
11 Denon 2 222 217 LEARNED Display Setup AN Amp
12 Denon 2 224 260 LEARNED _ Select Setup AN Amp
13 Denon 2 225 245 LEARNED on Devices AN Amp
14 Denon 2 226 248 LEARNED off Devices AN Amp
15  Denon 2 227 244/ LEARNED DVD Devices AN Amp
16 | Denon 2 230 249 LEARNED  Suround mode  Sound AN Amp
17 Denon 2 240 58 Leamed  {Mute] HOME
18  Denon 2 241 54/LEARNED {Val+) HOME
19 Denon 2 242 55 LEARNED {Vol} HOME
20 |Denon 12 127 189 LEARNED 'Left Amow  Setup AN Amp
21 |Denon 12 180 234 LEARNED  SysfemSetup  Setup AN Amp
22 |Denon 12 163 228 LEARNED ‘Up_Arrow Setup AN Amp
23 |Denon 12 164 235 LEARNED ‘Down_Arow  Setup AN Amp
24 |Denon 12 182 41 LEARNED Input mode Sound AN Amp
25 |Denon 12 205 151 LEARNED  Shift Tuner AN Amp
26 |Denon 12 213 87 LEARNED - Tuner AN Amp
27 |Denon 12 214 89 LEARNED + Tuner AN Amp
E]
5 E
4] 41> Tbi\Denon-1801

Lo b &

autoshapes - \ N 1O E 41

Ready





You may notice that some of the functions are preceeded by a quote sign, such as Right_Arrow and Left_Arrow for example.  This implies that the user used a symbol rather than text to describe the button.  I mention this because you might see an entry like “Tune `Left_Arrow”, which would imply that the button name was really “Tune “ followed by a “left arrow” symbol, so you can surmise that this is really the “Tune Down” function.

Typically, you should notice that all the buttons for a single device not only use the same protocol, but also use the same device code and sub-device code.  When this is the case you should use that info in KM or RM to select the protocol and enter the device codes.  Then all that would remain is for you to enter the functions and their codes into the Functions sheet of KM or RM.

In this case, this device uses 2 device codes, so we would have to select the “Denon Combo” protocol.  Deciding which is the right protocol to select when you encounter multiple device codes or sub-device codes is a tricky process and the decision can only be made when you have all the codes gathered together.  You can use the protocols-readme file that’s in the KM zip for guidance, but if the answer is not obvious, come to the forums and ask for help.  It is especially difficult for Pioneer devices.

Hopefully, that is enough info to get you started, but if you have questions please feel free to post them in the JP1 Forums and one of the regulars will probably be able to set you on the right path.

Rob

rob1@rockabilly.net

http://www.hifi-remote.com

